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Student Name: School Year:

Date of Birth: Campus:ID #:

Years in U.S. Schools: (Check all grade levels the student has attended a U.S. school.)

PK K 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th 7th 8th 9th 10th 11th 12th

Immigrant Status:

Years Identified as Immigrant: (Check one.)

YES NO REMOVE STATUS

YEAR 1 YEAR 2 YEAR 3

ST
EP

 3

This form is for campus office use.

ST
EP

 1

Copyright © 2017 Texas Education Agency 
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After collecting all pertinent data during the registration process, determine if all criteria are met.  
Check each box as it applies to the student. 

ARE AGED 3 TO 21 WERE NOT BORN 
IN ANY STATE

QUALIFIES
AS AN

IMMIGRANT
STUDENT

HAVE NOT BEEN 
ATTENDING ONE 

OR MORE SCHOOLS 
IN ANY ONE OR MORE 

STATE FOR MORE
THAN THREE FULL 
ACADEMIC YEARS

Enhancing Instructional
Opportunities for
Immigrant Students
T E X A S  E D U C A T I O N  A G E N C Y

Immigrant Identification Form

Individuals meeting all criteria listed  qualify as an immigrant student. 

are aged 3 to 21;
were not born in any State¹; and
have not been attending one or more schools in any one or more State for more than three full academic years.

¹This definition is based on Section 3201 (13) of the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA).  For the definition above, 
“State” indicates the 50 states, the District of Columbia, and the commonwealth of Puerto Rico.

Immigrant Children and Youth Definition–Title III, Part A 
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Immigrant Status: 
Sample Student Scenarios 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Student Scenario #1 

Student 1 

Student 1 has recently arrived in the United States and registered at Campus 
X. All forms required for enrollment were completed. The student will begin 
the 9th grade and 

x is aged 14, 
x was born in Puerto Rico, and 
x was in school in Puerto Rico since five years of age. 

Does this student qualify as an immigrant? Complete the Immigrant 
Identification Form using the information provided. 

Student Scenario #2 

Student 2 

Student 2 has recently arrived in Texas from California and registered at 
Campus X. All forms required for enrollment were completed. The student will 
continue the 5th grade and   

x is aged 10, 
x was born in California, and 
x was in school in California for two years. 

Does this student qualify as an immigrant? Complete the Immigrant 
Identification Form using the information provided. 

 



 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Student Scenario #3 

Student 3 

Student 3 has recently arrived in the United States and registered at Campus 
X. All forms required for enrollment were completed. The student will continue 
the 4th grade and  

x is aged 9, 
x was born in Ecuador, and 
x has not attended any school in any one or more State 

Does this student qualify as an immigrant? Complete the Immigrant 
Identification Form using the information provided. 

 

Student Scenario #4 

Student 4 

Student 4 is continuing enrollment in Campus X. The student will begin the 
school year as an 8th grader and    

x is aged 13, 
x was born in India, and 
x is in his third year in the United States. 

Does this student qualify as an immigrant? Complete the Immigrant 
Identification Form using the information provided. 
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https://tinyurl.com/ImmigrantActivitesPadlet
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Jigsaw and Modeling



 

 

 

                                           Instruction for Immigrant Students: 
Sample Strategies and Activities 

 
Basic Concepts of the School Environment       Confidence and Self-assurance Positive Identity with Cultural Heritage 

 
Color consciousness 
Determine the possibility of having nontraditional colors being 
represented on campus and in the classroom. Investigate the 
cultures being represented in the classroom, and determine which 
colors may promote a healthy learning environment. Colors should 
be inviting and invoke the presence of kindness, acceptance, 
friendliness, and an excitement for learning (Hollie, 2012). 
 
Layout 
The way materials are arranged on a campus and in the 
classroom should be conducive to the learning of the students. 
Think about how instructional activities can best take place in 
order to meet the needs of all students. Classroom configurations, 
especially, must set the tone for students’ relationship building 
(Hollie, 2012). Keep cultural preferences in mind when placing 
immigrant children and youth in a position to communicate with 
yourself and others. 
 
Flashcards 
Create flashcards with visuals of places around the campus and 
areas in the classroom. Have a peer go through the flashcards 
with the immigrant student to instill of a sense of ownership in the 
new student of his/her new environment. 
 
Field trips 
Take classroom field trips across the campus to have new 
immigrant students become familiar with the different areas of the 
campus. A peer might assist during the student’s initial days of 
attendance. However, it is crucial for the teacher to model a sense 
of support by having the entire class engage in such field trips to 
establish a student's sense of confidence and trust in the teacher. 
 
Animated visuals 
Similar to the flashcards, these cards should be made up of 
visuals that can possibly animate the purpose of various areas of 
the classroom environment. For example, a label for a library 
station should include more than a visual of a book. Possible 
additions may include step-by-step graphics of a student retrieving 
a book and then sitting to read individually. 
 

 
Cultural consciousness 
Investigate the cultures being represented in the classroom in order 
to proceed with instruction that is culturally-relevant or responsive. 
For example, prior to teaching about the American Civil War, have 
students research possible similar wars in representative countries in 
the classroom to support the student's understanding. Linking these 
ideas to the American Civil War validates the student's cultural 
history and assists the student in making the transfer to 
understanding the content being presented. 
 
Cultural chants 
In order to integrate the student’s culture into the classroom’s daily 
routine, seek out sayings or chants that may relate to typical 
classroom instances, such as transitioning into another subject or 
leaving the classroom (Hollie, 2012). Teach these to all students and 
use them consistently in the classroom. 
 
Scripting 
Have premade index cards detailing scripts for responding to certain 
routine occurrences, such as receiving a classroom visitor, taking 
another student to the nurse, or asking a peer for assistance. Such 
scripts may include visuals to better support early English language 
proficiency levels of students (Herrell & Jordan, 2016). 
 
Powerful questions 
Create questions on cards which new immigrant students may 
typically know responses to. Sporadically, such as during a transition 
to another subject or activity, or at any other moment that presents 
itself, pass out these cards, one card to each student. Ask students 
to mingle while music is played, finding a partner when the music 
stops. Have partners read their question to each other and provide 
the response. New students should be able to develop a confidence 
in their ownership of their English language proficiency. Examples of 
questions include, "What colors can an apple be?" "What is your 
teacher’s name?" "What grade are you in?" "How old are you?" Hold 
the high expectation of speaking in complete sentences. 
 
Celebrations 
When implementing celebrations in the classroom related to customs 
and traditions of the United States of America, ensure other cultures' 
celebrations and traditions are being represented in the classroom as 
well. 

 
Role models 
Investigate possible role models from the countries represented in 
the classroom. Relate how these individuals are similar to the 
individuals covered in the content being taught and how such 
individuals also contributed to a cause (Burnett, 2015). 
 
Content links 
Relate the content concepts being taught in class to how these 
concepts may develop or manifest themselves in other cultures 
being represented in the classroom. 
 
Literature links 
Choose culturally-relevant texts that show a respect for the 
cultures being represented in the classroom. For example, where 
Little Red Riding Hood may be selected during a study of fairy 
tales, one may include a review of Lon Po Po, the tale’s Chinese 
counterpart. 
 
Story time 
Allow stories from all students to be shared at appropriate times 
where the content concepts may manifest themselves relevantly 
through the students’ experiences. Hold high expectations for a 
structured story-tell to focus on the relevancy between the story 
and the content. 
 
Picture file cards 
Create cards with items, celebrations, and/or activities. In groups, 
have students select a card that represents their culture and one 
that does not. After each student in the groups has selected a 
card, each will take a turn discussing the justification for the 
selection of each card, taking turns speaking through a teacher-
selected structured conversation (Troute, n.d.). 
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+ / ∆ 
Professional Development Supporting Immigrant Students 

 

+ 
List those areas of training that  
are working and which can be  

maintained and built upon. 
    

∆ 
List those areas of training which  
can be improved or changed to be 

more effective. Begin these  
with a verb.  
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                             LEA/Campus Planning Tool 

Parental 
Outreach 

Parental 
Outreach 

Training 

Training 

Environment 

Environment 

Procedures 

Procedures 
What protocols are in place to best assist immigrant students during enrollment?
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________

What process is in place to track how many years immigrant students have been 
enrolled in U.S. schools?

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________

What systems are in place to proactively welcome immigrant students and their families 
to ensure an inclusive school community?

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

Describe how the environment is inviting to immigrant students.
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

What professional development is available for campus staff?
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________

How does this professional development support immigrant students?
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

What type of parental involvement activities are conducted to support immigrant families 
within the LEA/campus?

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

What community supports are provided to immigrant students and their families?
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________

Parental 
Outreach 

Parental 
Outreach 

Training 

Training 

Environment 

Environment 

Procedures 

Procedures 
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Self-reflection and Summary 

 

 

Write down three things you learned today and place an asterisk by the most important 
item. 
 

1. ______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

 
2. ______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

 
3. ______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

 

Write down three ways you intend to apply the content learned and circle the item you 
plan on doing first. 
 

1. ______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

 
2. ______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

 
3. ______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

 

Write one sentence about anything you learned today. 
 
          _______________________________________________________________ 
 
          _______________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Write one question you may still have regarding today’s content. 
 
          _______________________________________________________________ 
 
          _______________________________________________________________ 
 
 

https://tinyurl.com/TitleIIIReflection






